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Dear Growing in Grace reader, welcome to another 
edition of the church newsletter.  This is truly a 
‘Macpherson’ production, with Geoff Macpherson 
editing and  Melissa Macpherson doing the hard 
publishing work.  

On the evening of 21st February 2016, Helen and I 
travelled to Birmingham Alabama, USA, to attend 
the Briarwood Presbyterian Church Global Missions 
Conference.  This annual conference is hosted by 
Briarwood to emphasise and underscore their 
commitment as a church to gospel mission around 
the world.    

The conference has three main aspects. 

Firstly, it is intended to remind Briarwood Church 
members of a commitment to the gospel that goes  
beyond the walls of their own church.  As a result 
the average member of Briarwood seems very 
aware of gospel work around the world. To 
emphasise this point, they will (during most) 
services pray for one or more of their missionaries. 
 

 

Secondly, at each conference, they welcome and 
generously host 30 plus missionaries or 
representatives of groups they are financially 
supporting. Helen and I were there representing 
Grace Presbyterian Church. It seemed that this year 
our welcome was warmer and more generous than 
ever. We were graciously hosted by Dave and Betty 
Matthews, who took care of every material need, 
and, we were able to meet with many key people 
who love missions and who have a genuine love for 
New Zealand.  It was also a thrill to meet the newly 
appointed Missions Pastor, Bryan Wintersteen. 
Bryan and his ‘boss’, Bruce Stallings, were very 
keen to follow-up our visit and have since visited 
New Zealand. They addressed the 2016 General 
Assembly. 

Thirdly, the conference is a call to the people of 
Briarwood to give financially.   This call is to give 
over and beyond the ordinary tithe. Their members 
responded with open hearted generosity that 
challenged me.  This 2016 conference pledged an 
amount in excess of US $2 million! 

Being at Briarwood reminded me that Grace 
Presbyterian has a unique partner in our mission to 
establish a reformed and evangelical denomination 
in New Zealand. Briarwood has stayed the course 
with us and proved a faithful and caring friend. For 
that we owe a debt of gratitude to Briarwood for 
the vision Pastors Tom Cheely and Harry Reader.     

As we come to the end of another year of gospel 
ministry in New Zealand, I believe we should 
rejoice and give thanks to the Lord for this very 
special relationship that reaches half way around 
the world for the gospel.  And let’s pray this 
relationship continues for many years to come.  

By Andrew Macpherson 
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A friend just left their spouse, another is depressed. 
Your child posted something inappropriate online.  
A relative is diagnosed with an incurable disease.  
When those we know experience trouble, we want 
to offer hope, a cup of living water.  But how? 
 

Grace Dunedin sought to wrestle with this in 2016. 
Our Elders recommend we read CrossTalk: Where 
Life & Scripture Meet by Mike Emlet.  The ladies 
book club took up the challenge and were further 
delighted when Margaret Reynolds offered her 
“Helping Skills” course to build on this. 
Grace Women’s Conference 2016 was all about 
equipping us to bring Christ into our conversations.  
Over 80 women gathered, excited to learn how to 
grow in this precious aspect of ‘one-anothering’. 
Margaret shared with us how to listen well, to 
respond well, and to incorporate God’s Word in our 
conversations.  She focused on the kind of listening 
that changes lives, reminding us that active 
listening requires concentration and a willingness 
to be there, more than a need to respond.  
Opportunity was given to break off into pairs and 
just practice listening, this developed later in the 
day as Margaret equipped us with good responses 
to empathise, clarify and bring hope into the 
conversation.   
The highlight of the day for many was the role play 
session in which Alison Gray played the willing 
participant in entering into conversation with 
Margaret about anxiety.  This demonstration of 
active listening, gentle response and then 
incorporating God’s word to together listen to  
 

another counsellor (God in His Word), visibly 
brought together the various aspects of the day. 
The day was a great testimony to God’s amazing 
grace.  Margaret had not slept the night before and 
had been unwell in the weeks leading into our 
conference.  She was starting a big day in 
weakness.  And yet we watched her, strengthened 
by the Lord, as she gently shared with us.  The 
blessed times of worship led by Jaia Vucetich 
focusing us on the work of Christ on our behalf, the 
testimonies of God’s work in both Jan Jopson and 
Fiona Thompson’s lives, together with sweet 
conversations both in practice and in the breaks, 
made for an incredibly encouraging day.  A day in 
which Margaret could stand up and praise the Lord 
for His power being evident in the midst of her 
weakness. 
Grace Presbyterian churches in Gore and 
Christchurch also benefited from Margaret's 
“Helping Skills” course this year.  It is exciting to see 
the variety of ways local women have used the 
same material while making it relevant to their 
context. 
 
 

Margaret is making this course available to the ladies in 
our North Island churches in 2017. So this is your chance 
to get in and shape your own local day to equip Women 
in Grace to listen well, to respond well, and to 
incorporate God’s Word in your conversations. 
Expressions of interest (or to 
find out more) please contact 
Barbara Papesch: 
papeschs@vodafone.co.nz  
or: 022.034.6046 

By Jessica Smith 

Margaret Reynolds speaks at the Dunedin Conference 

Margaret Reynolds  

mailto:papeschs@vodafone.co.nz
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When I married at age 22, to have contemplated 
the death of my husband aged 70 would have 
seemed normal.  After all, Moses in Psalm 90:10 
counted 70-years as average and 80 for the 
strong.  However, when God decided Tom would 
go to heaven three years earlier than his planned 
retirement and three months after his 70th 
birthday - three weeks after an illness from which 
he was expected to recover-  it was too early.  I was 
not prepared to be a widow. What do I mean by 
"not prepared"?  Having begun to discuss what 
retirement would look like, I reminded my husband 
of my favourite husband-wife retirement joke: 
"Having a retired husband is like having a grand 
piano in the kitchen."  In light hearted banter I 
would let him know I already had a home office and 
a computer.  He was the one retiring.  So we began 
to put together a home office for him.   Tom passed 
away two-years before our 50th wedding 
anniversary.  We had not yet gotten to see any of 
our grandchildren head off to college or get 
married.  We had plans to travel and see the good 
old U.S.A. But let me tell you how God had 
prepared me, and I didn't even know.   

I have believed in heaven since I became a Christian 
at the age of 14, but the closer I came to the age of 

65 and the more 
relatives, friends and 
church family I saw leave 
this earth by age 70, the 
more vulnerable I felt 
and the greater the need 
to be ready in every 
way. So we had made 
sure our paper work was 
in order.  

Excellent teaching meant 
my view of heaven was 
above any comparison. So, seeing my husband 
struggle for his last three days, I was able to ask my 
Father to release him and take him to Himself.  And 
when I deal with loneliness of one kind or another, 
I remind myself how much better off he is and how 
he wouldn't come back if I asked him - and I loved 
him too much to ask.  When I asked God about my 
new role and how He wanted me to spend my 
time, He had already given me a heart in a 
particular area. 

 

Recently I had the opportunity to ask several 
widows in my church, Briarwood Presbyterian, to 
describe, in one word what it means to be a 
widow.  I got two answers that struck a chord.  One 
was addendum.  By definition addendum means an 
appendix, postscript or an afterthought.  The one 
who always put me first is gone.  My children are 
rightfully busy raising their families.  Life goes on 
and, by definition, I am no one's first thought.  It is 
now time for me to serve!  The second term is 
coda.  Coda is a musical term designating the 
conclusion of a lovely piece of music.  When that 
one has ended, it is time to begin a different tune. 
God has drawn a coda over my life with Tom, now 
it is time for a different one.  

 
 

Tom and Kathy Cheely, Briarwood Presbyterian Church, Alabama, have been long-time 
friends to many of us. Tom, who passed away in 2014 (see GIG, Spring 2014), had been a 
significant force for gospel growth in our denomination. In this short piece, Kathy shares 

her thoughts on widowhood. 

By Kathy Cheely 

Tom and Kathy Cheely and family 

Tom Cheely 
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On Monday 7 November I flew out of Yei. As we 
travelled to the airport we passed mainly deserted 
houses and empty roads, until we reached the 
centre of town where hundreds of people were 
queuing for food aid. As we sat waiting for the 
airplane, we watched vultures drinking from the 
leftover puddles of the previous nights rain at the 
end of the runway. And then when the plane 
landed, I climbed in and left. As the 10-seater plane 
circled up, we flew over green fertile land that 
looked so idyllic, not knowing how long it will be 
before I am back again.  

And, I do not quite know what to feel.  

There is definitely relief. Relief to be out. Relief that 
after months of ‘should we, should we not’, 
decisions have been made and everything is tied up 

as neatly as we can make it.  

There is assurance that this is the right time to go. In 
the last couple of weeks patient numbers had 
reduced to a handful and more and more of our 
staff were needing to leave. So the decision was 
made to reduce hospital services to just providing 
care for the children in the orphanage and staff. And 
that can continue on without me.  

There is gratefulness that I have been able to stay 
the last few months. For the patients that we have 
been able to help despite our limited staff. For the 
privilege of being able to gather every morning for 
staff devotions and give praise to God that we have 

made it safely 
through the night. 
For the people 
who provided 
wise leadership, 
sounding boards 
when I needed to 
vent and prayer 
and support.  

There is concern 
for those who are 
left behind. For 
our cook who is 
pregnant and may 
not have a safe 
place to deliver. 
For the teenage 
girl with diabetes who lives in the bush who may 
hear we are closed and so not come to get the 
insulin she needs to live. For those we love who face 
the threat of violence and food insecurity.  

And there is the unfairness that because of the 
colour of my skin and my access to resources I can 
hop on a plane and go to another home and escape 
the fear and famine and death. But others can not.  

In the midst of this current hard, as I have watched 
my peaceful bustling town and hospital become a 
shuttered-shops, empty hospital corridors, fear-
filled town that I have chosen to leave, there are 
some things that still are true. Yet there is faith. 
There is hope. There is love.  
  

Even though the leaving is hard and the future is 
unknown, I am filled with gratitude for the last four 
years.  

There are the hospital statistics: 4,127 deliveries, 
which included 904 C-sections. 8623 cases of 
malaria treated. 983 blood transfusions. 9619 
inpatients. 4358 women who received antenatal 
care. Over 17,000 outpatients.  But more than just 
impressive numbers that remind me why I am tired, 
there are the people.  

By Katherine Young 

Katherine Young 

Katherine Young has been nursing in South Sudan in the settlement of Yei with Pionners International.  
Recently she has had to leave South Sudan, and is currently in the United States recovering. 
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The cleaners and cooks who called me daughter and 
cried and laughed with me, the nurses who realized 
they could make a difference, the lab tech from a 
neighbouring country who stayed even though he 
was scared, the traditional birth attendant who 
walked around pockets of fighting so she could 
come to work, the unschooled chaplain who 
became a powerful encourager using the Word. The 
patients and their families who together with us 
witnessed life and death, celebration and mourning.  

And then there is what I have learnt about myself 
and about my God.  

I am not enough, but he is.  

When I think I have reached the end of myself, he 
provides strength. Though the enemy surround me, 
he is the guard around me. I am not able to control 
or predict the future, but he will show me the way 
in the midst of the darkness.  
 

So What Next?  
 

From Yei I went to stay with friends in Yida, a refugee 
settlement for people from the Nuba Mountains in the 
north of South Sudan. It was peaceful there and it I 
provided a great opportunity to spend time with 
friends and see another part of the country and other 
ministries that are happening. 
 
Now I am in the USA to spend time with my sister 
Deborah and her family. The current plan is to be in 
the US for a couple of months. So, if you are based 
here and want to see me, get in touch and we can see 
what can be arranged. 

The plan is to re-evaluate the situation in Yei in April 
to make decisions about what hospital services will 
be possible.  

Until then, one day at a time (as I enjoy my cell-
phone not being glued to my side).  

 
 

 

Katherine Young 

keyforhope@gmail.com 
www.lifedowntheruttedredroad.com  
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Redeemer is delighted to announce that Neal Vinson and his 
family have accepted a call to come and be Pastor of our 
congregation. Neal and Jennifer and family served in the 
University ministry in Christchurch from 2000 to 2004 before 
returning to Alabama USA. And, now the Lord is leading them 
back to NZ! Neal’s eldest two children will be remaining in the 
USA for university study. Do pray for Neal and Jennifer as they 
now prepare to come to NZ in about March 2017. Pray specifically 
for permanent residency applications, fundraising, and for their 
US church as they look to find people to replace the ministries 
that Neal and Jennifer are currently doing. 

Give thanks for our recent white Sunday service that celebrates 
the blessing of God’s gift of children. Pray that we would continue 
to reach out to the children in our community. 

A warm and summery hello from Gisborne, 
Temperatures are rising, flowers blooming 
and beach-goers heading for the surf. This 
truly is a marvellous part of the country. We 
have some news and recent developments to 
share. We continue to experience a sincere 
love and unity in the fellowship. We have also 
relocated recently. The church building we 
have been using was sold, so we now meet in 
the local Girl Guide Hall in town. It is very 
central, public and functional. We give thanks 
to God for this provision and pray it may also 
be a longer term solution for hosting our 
meetings. 
Pray for us and give thanks, 
Bruwer Vroon 
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Grace New Plymouth was privileged to host a team from around GPCNZ to lead a Kids Club Mission Week 
in January 2016. The participation was not as good as we had hoped from the local un-churched 
community but the group of children who attended had a great time. 

Besides the Kids Club, the team also spent time with our teenagers and ran the Sunday Services while 
taking in the sights and sounds of Taranaki. 

This GPCNZ Team, made up of young and old from around the country, enabled us as a local Church to run 
a children's outreach with greater effectiveness. 

Besides this however it also had a wider impact, particularly upon our younger people: 

 CONNECTING: our youth with the wider GPCNZ Community. 

 GROWING: our youth as they served according to their capacity within a 
team of various ages 

 INSPIRING: our youth to think about what could be possible in the bigger 
scheme of things. 

My thanks must go to the team and 
especially Gareth Jones for his vision, 
sacrifice and enthusiasm. 

The Sixteenth (2017) General Assembly of Grace Presbyterian Church of NZ will be hosted by the 
Grace Presbyterian Church of Christchurch. 
 

Where: Christchurch 
When: 7pm Monday 9th to 12pm midday on Friday 13th October 2017 
 

More Info: www.gpcnz.org.nz' 

http://www.gpcnz.org.nz
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Our Debt Centre Manager, Michelle Willis, texts me: "Can you come on a visit to see Tony at 1pm, 
Tuesday?"  I text back; "Sure. See you there!"  Then I start guessing what this guy will be like. A young drug-
addict, sitting around stoned? An unemployable 'gangster' with tats all over his face? We'll see. 
Arriving at Tony's disproves all my prejudices. His house is clean and tidy, though he does like to recycle a bit 
of metal scrap. He's tidily dressed and has a neatly-trimmed moustache. He is also a grandfather who has 
worked hard most his life and is still working. 
So, what's his story? It is different, yet all too familiar. He's been working hard for a security firm until lung-
cancer struck. After surgery and time off work to recover, he fell asleep on the job one night, and was 
instantly dismissed.  
Without a job he can't pay his rent and power, and now he's few thousand behind. That’s not a lot for many, 
but too much for a security guard to repay. He's working again, but now the debt-collectors have started 
calling - threatening. Tears well-up in his eyes as he tells us this. He's so ashamed. "It's nothing really", he 
mumbles, looking at the floor. 
How wonderful then, when, Michelle reassures him it will be okay, CAP will sort out the 
finances. "Tell the creditors to call us instead", she says.  
But, how cool is it to tell him about Jesus, dying on the Cross, and rising again to take away 
our biggest debt of all, sin. Pray for Tony, and many like him that we have the privilege to 
visit in our community. 

By Geoff Macpherson 
2017 will see the planting of another Grace Presbyterian 
Church.  The new church will be established in the ‘art deco’ 
city of Napier in the beautiful Hawkes Bay.   Leading this plant 
will be Mark Smith currently pastor of Dunedin Grace Bible 
Church.   Dunedin have generously released Mark for this role.   

Mark is one of GPCNZ’s most experienced pastors. He has 
proven his ability and gifts in building Dunedin into a thriving 
congregation.  Mark and Jessica plan to move to Napier in 
January 2017 and hope to (God willing) commence ministry 
later in the year. 

If readers know of anyone in Hawkes Bay who might benefit 
from a Grace Church ministry, or if anyone would like to go be 
a missionary and to assist with church planting, Mark would 
love to know.  

Ph: 021-1127-063.  

Please pray for Mark and Jessica and family as they make this 

big move north. Pray that their financial support and other 

practical needs would be met.   

A story about a CAP client in Takanini           By Geoff Macpherson 
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The Cambodian Hope Organization (CHO) was 
founded over a decade ago as a Christian response 
to the problem of child trafficking on the 
Cambodian/Thai border in the west of the country. 
The root issues were much wider than that; 
involving family, employment, education, and faith. 
Many families that move to Poi Pet often end up 
working in Thailand. Some cross the border every 
day and some work (illegally) for longer periods. 
Children may accompany their parents, putting 
them at risk of trafficking. CHO’s strategy of 
teaching work skills in the local community has 
been very effective in reducing child vulnerability. 
CHO ministry has widened over its short existence 
to include setting up an orphanage, women’s 
refuge, school, and establishing churches, training 
centres, and education in over 60 villages. 
 

Several short term mission trips from Christchurch, 
Auckland and Gisborne to Poi Pet have occurred 
over the past decade, maintaining the relationship 
between CHO and GPCNZ. This has blessed both 
Cambodians and Kiwis with a greater understanding 
of each other, a deeper friendship, and much 
stimulus for prayer. 
 

CHO’s focus has shifted from basing training and 
ministry in Poi Pet to basing ministries within 
villages. They do this by finding donors who agree 
to ‘Adopt a Village’. The strategy for village work is 
to start by planting a small local church through 

which social ministries are carried out. A pastor is 
appointed who will live in the village for five years 
to plant a church as well as demonstrate crop and 
animal husbandry appropriate to the needs of the 
village and teach about health and the protection of 
children and women within families. 
Five years ago GPC Christchurch adopted Sorya 
Village, near Poi Pet, on the border with Thailand. 
Our annual donation of $5000 provided support for 
Mr Khai Saron to begin church planting and 
humanitarian aid in the village. He gives thanks “for 
the opportunity to share the word of God to the 
people in my village.” The money bought poultry, 
seed, and materials, as well as funding training on 
animal and crop care, compost manufacture, and 
natural pesticide production. Ten families have 
raised chickens and ten have started growing crops, 
providing food for the families and surplus to sell in 
the local market to buy school books for their 
children. Mr Saron received a year’s theological and 
pastoral training, then taught the Bible in Sorya 
Village, and encouraged the local believers to love 
each other as the family of God. This year he has 
moved on to start a work in another village leaving 
a fledgling church behind. 
The vision for the village work is to have a line of 
churches along the Thai border, so there is ample 
opportunity for New Zealand churches to support 
such works. 

Sunday fellowship meeting Home cropping 

By Trevor Webb 
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In the early nineties, a lone missionary walked 
jungle paths in North Western Myanmar.  He was 
moving from village to village.  Most of the villages 
were small; all were busy planting and tending the 
rice paddies.  He would normally arrive at a village 
in the later afternoon.  He had grown up in the 
area, but had been absent many years, during 
which time he had become a Christian and had 
studied at Yangon (capital of Myanmar) and in 
Korea.   
 

But he had been away a long time.  He would 
introduce himself to the people in the village.  
Many knew of his family whakapapa in the region—
which was a vital point of contact.  He would tell 
them that he had come to teach the Bible.  
Typically, the village folk would prepare food.  They 
would wait for the men and women working in the 
rice paddies to come in—usually at around 10pm 
every night.   
 

They would then gather round the missionary.  
Someone would hold up a light, to enable him to 
see the Bible, from which he would read.  Many 
times he found a deep spiritual hunger, and would 

go on teaching until 1 am or so, when everybody 
would go to sleep.  After spending a week or so in 
the village, he would move on along the jungle 
trails to the next village.   
 
But village folk would walk with him, questioning, 
talking, and discussing the good news of Jesus as 
they travelled.  Just like scenes out of the book of 
Acts.  Then, more often than not, a delegation from 
the village they were walking to would meet them 
on the trail.  They had heard of the missionary, and 
the “jungle drums” had been talking.  They knew he 
was on his way.  They would greet the 
neighbouring village party and the missionary, and 
escort him into their village.  The pattern was 
repeated many times. 
 
There are now around 30 churches up in the 
Western highlands of Myanmar.  The missionary 
was the Rev Dr Thang Bwee, now in his early 
sixties.  This rapid spread of the Gospel has created 
an urgent need to train men able to shepherd and 
care for the Lord's flock.  We in New Zealand have 
begun to help meet this need.   

Students and trainee pastors who were in the 2016 Systematic Theology class.  
Thang Bwee is on the left. His wife, Nellie is on the right. 

By Trevor Webb 
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In conjunction with the Presbyterian Church of 
Australia (PCA) and the Grace Presbyterian Church 
of New Zealand (GPCNZ), Thang Bwee has put 
together a teaching programme for the village 
pastors. 
 
For about two and half months every year, for 
several years now, these pastors leave their 
families.  For three or more days they journey down 
to Yangon, to the Reformed Bible Institute where 
they are taught the Bible and pastoral disciplines.  
Then they return to their churches and missionary 
work up in the highlands.  The teachers are drawn 
from a group of senior pastors and elders in the 
Evangelical Reformed Church of Myanmar, as well 
as teachers from the PCA and GPCNZ. 
 
Grace Presbyterian sent up Richard and Leslie Flinn 
to participate in the teaching work in January 2016.  
He will be returning for classes in January 2017.  
The instruction is in English, but Thang Bwee 
simultaneously translates.  The subject has been 
Systematic Theology.  The study notes are 
translated into Burmese by Thang Bwee.  The 
intention is to preserve the teaching notes as part 
of a training library for pastors in the future.   

In 2018 and 2019 it is planned that Pastor Ian Grant 
will travel up to teach Biblical Theology.  The PCA 
has also been sending up Bible teachers regularly to 
help teach the curriculum.   
 
Much “background” work has been done.  Geoff 
Macpherson and Trevor Webb, for example,  have 
worked hard to devise a teaching curriculum with 
Thang Bwee and the PCA so that each teacher going 
to Myanmar can be confident that the material fits 
into an integrated curriculum.  

This is proving to be a wonderful opportunity to 
extend the ministries of both churches up into Asia, 
providing help and assistance to like-minded 
churches.  Myanmar is one of the most Buddhist 
countries in the world, with over ninety percent of 
the people identifying as Buddhist.  Yet there is also 
a deep hunger in some quarters for the Gospel of 
our Lord Jesus.   
 
It is a great privilege to be able to co-labour with 
the PCA in this work and help serve our brethren 
and sisters in Myanmar.  May His kingdom come in 
that wonderful, mysterious, and beautiful land. 
 

Earnest morning tea discussions about the early lecture, just completed. Thang Bwee (back to 
us) is answering questions. The concentration on the faces would warm any teacher's heart! 

By Trevor Webb 
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2017 marks an exciting new stage in the 
partnership between GPCNZ and Grace Theological 
College. We are embarking on a GAP year program 
especially designed for 18-21 year olds. Its aim is to 
grow and mature young people’s love and 
knowledge of Jesus, and to prepare them to serve 
Him and His church for the rest of their lives.  
 

Students will receive about 10 hours a week of 
teaching in subjects such as Biblical and Systematic 
Theology, along with practical subjects such as 
Effective Bible Teaching, Ethics, Evangelism and 
Youth and Children’s ministry. Alongside the more 
formal teaching, students will be placed in a local 
church where they will serve in various capacities 
under the guidance of a mentor. Their role is to 
help integrate the different parts of a student’s life 
and bring it all under the Lordship of Jesus.   
 

Short term mission is also integral to the program, 
so we have built in a month in Fiji, where the 
students will partner with local churches in bringing 

the gospel to the people of Fiji. Other mission trips 
include partnering with other churches to run Bible 
Holiday Clubs for children, and being volunteer 
leaders at CYC Waihola.  

We are currently seeking funding for students to 
keep the costs as affordable as possible so we are 
starting a ‘sponsor a student’ scheme. There is a 
mini bio of the three students for 2017 below. Each 
student will regularly keep in touch with you, 
sharing their joys and struggles as the year goes on, 
and will seek to visit you at least once in the year.  
If this is something you’d like to do please contact 
me. (Details below).  

Finally if you are reading this and unsure of your 
plans for next year, why not consider joining us.  
Check it out at www.gyd.nz  

 

Blessings, 

Gareth Jones, GYD Director  

garethandalisonjones@gmail.com  

By Gareth Jones 

Gareth (middle) with Johanna and Luke, the first Growing Young Disciples GAP year students.  

http://www.gyd.nz
mailto:garethandalisonjones@gmail.com
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My name is Matthew, and I am planning on doing the Growing Young Disciples GAP 
year in 2017. I plan on doing this gap year because youth ministry is a passion of 
mine and something I feel called to do. I feel this program will help me develop the 
tools that I need to be a strong leader and role model towards youth. It will help me 
learn to prepare bible talks, better lead bible study discussions and develop 
relationships with youth. I am excited to be able to serve within Redeemer church 
where there is a strong emphasis on children and youth. 

 

My name is Chris, and the reason I am doing the GAP year course is because I would 

like to grow my understanding of the bible and learn how to serve better in the 

church and for God’s Kingdom. When I heard about the course, I loved the Idea of 

learning more about scripture and helping in the church, because they are both 

things that I am passionate about. The chance to do this with a few others in a GAP 

year setting was really appealing. I am also keen to have the opportunities of going 

on mission, both nationally and internationally as we share Jesus with a variety of 

different people.   

 

My name is Shona Irwin. My personal motivation for this GAP year program is to 
further ground and grow myself in the Christian faith. The opportunity to be a 
part of this GAP year programme will challenge my faith as I undertake new 
overseas missions as well as furthering my knowledge through study and 
mentoring. This programme will also help grow my confidence in myself as I lived 
with anxiety since the age of 9. Moving to a new city will be a big step for me and 
I’m determined to tackle this new challenge. This GAP year will be a nice 
transition from school life before I head out and pursue a career in horticulture. 
It will also be helpful to root myself in my faith further and have a deeper 
understanding of what I believe before I begin any tertiary studies. 
 

I have had previous experience in serving the Grace Church community. I am a member of the 
Rotorua Grace Church and have also helped serve at the Bethlehem Baptist Church. I have also 
been part of Redeemer church mission teams, going to different parts of NZ, and helping to run 
kids bible holiday clubs. 
 

Having previous experience on missions as well as having pre-established relationships with the 
people I will be serving and living in community with, will be a huge benefit to both the churches 
and myself next year. 
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NORTH SHORE 
Shore Presbyterian Church 
Long Bay Primary School 
Ralph Eagles Place Long Bay, Auckland 
Service Time: 10am 
Pastor: Peter Boyd 
P: (09) 473-9390 / (021) 036-7957 
E:petethepastor@hotmail.com 
W: www.shorepres.org.nz 
 
CENTRAL AUCKLAND 
City Presbyterian Church 
283 Karangahape Road, Newton 
Service Time: 10:30am 
Contact: Peter Boyd 
E:petethepastor@hotmail.com 
W: www.citypres.org.nz 
 
MANGERE EAST / PAPATOETOE 
Providence Presbyterian Church 
22 Rosella Road, Mangere 
Service Time: 10:00am 
Contact: Wally Rakete 
P: (021) 429-706  
 
FLAT BUSH 
Redeemer 30 Hilltop Road,  
Service Times: 10:45am and 6pm 
Contact: Tony Bracefield 
P: (09) 262-3463 / (021) 217-3837 
E: tonyb@mctrust.nz 
W: www.redeemer.org.nz 
 
MANUREWA 
Covenant Presbyterian Church 
77 Rogers Road, Manurewa 
Service Times: 10:00am & 6:00pm 
Pastor: Peter Reynolds  
P: (09) 269-1046 
E: covenantpresbyterianchurch@gmail.com 
W: www.covenantchurch.org.nz 
 
TAKANINI 
Trinity Presbyterian Church 
Takanini School Hall, Old Park Place 
Service Times: 10:00am 
Pastor: Geoff Macpherson 
P: (09) 296-8601 / (027) 727-6711 
E: geoffmacpherson@gmail.com  
W: www.trinitychurch.org.nz 
 
ROTORUA 
Grace Church Rotorua 
Lynmore Primary School 
Iles Rd, Lynmore 
Pastor: Steve Panapa 
Service time: 10.00am 
P: (07) 345-7881 / (022) 012-9615 
E: stevenfuieva@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GISBORNE 
Grace Church Gisborne 
Girl Guides Hall 
181 Palmerston Road 
Service Time: 10:30am 
Contact: Bruwer Vroon 
P: (022) 010-5460 
E: info@gcgisborne.org.nz 
W: www.gcgisborne.org.nz 
 
NEW PLYMOUTH 
Grace Community Church 
78 Awanui Street, Merrilands 
Service Times: 10:00am 
Pastor: David Farr 
P: (06) 759 -9378 
E: info@gracep.co.nz 
W: www.gracenp.co.nz 
 
PALMERSTON NORTH 
Kings Grace Church 
118-120 King Street 
Service Time: 10:30am 
Pastor: Andrew Macpherson 
P. (06) 329-2132 / (022) 060-8634 
E: andrewmb2011@hotmail.com 
 
WHANGANUI 
Whanganui Grace Presbyterian Church 
30 Drews Ave 
Service Time: 10:30am & 6:30pm 
Contact: Andrew Macpherson 
P: (022) 060-8634 
 
WELLINGTON 
Grace@Wellington 
Evans Bay Intermediate School 
14 Kemp St, Kilbirnie 
Service Time: 10:30am 
Pastor: Ian Bayne 
P: (04) 976-5093 
E: info@racewellington.org.nz 
W: www.gracewellington.org.nz 
 
CHRISTCHURCH 
Grace Presbyterian Church 
The Piano 
156 Armagh St, Christchurch 
Service Times: 10.00am 
Pastor: Rusty Milton 
P: (03) 354 4443 
E: ewenki@hotmail.com 
W: www.gracechristchurch.co.nz 
 
Lamp Presbyterian Church (Korean) 
St Christophers Anglican Church 
244 Avonhead Rd, Christchurch 
Service Time: 2:00pm 
Pastor: John Oh 
P: (03) 960-6879 / (021) 855-267 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ASHBURTON 
Evangelical Presbyterian Church 
63 Princes Street, Ashburton 
Service Time: 10:30am 
Pastor: David Bayne 
P: (03) 307-7355 
 
FAIRLIE 
Evangelical Presbyterian Church 
McKenzie Centre, Fairlie  
Service Time: 4:30pm 
Contact: Andrew Johnson 
P: (03) 685-8222 
 
DUNEDIN 
Grace Bible Church 
Leith Bowling Club 
2 Duke Street 
Service Times: 9:15am, 11am, 7:00pm 
Pastor: Mark Smith 
P: (03) 473-8100 
E: admin@gracedunedin.org.nz 
W: www.gracedunedin.org.nz 
 
WAIHOLA 
Grace Presbyterian Church 
Waihola District School Hall 
Cnr. Chatham and Kilgour St 
Service Time: 10:30am 
Contact: Alf Bradfield 
P: (03) 417-4373 
E: gpcwaihola@gmail.com 
W: gpcwaihola.org.nz 
 
GORE 
Grace Church Gore 
30 Hamilton Street, East Gore 
Service Time: 10:30am 
Pastor: Sam Duthie 
P: (03) 208-6180 / (022) 086-1800 
E: samtduthie@gmail.com 
 
OWAKA 
Owaka Grace Fellowship 
3 Campbell Street 
Service Time: 10:30am 
Contact: Gavin Landreth 
P: (03) 415-8117 
E: landrethgw@mblc.co.nz 
 
WYNDHAM 
Wyndham Evangelical Church 
Cnr. Balaclava and Redan Streets 
Service Times: 10:30am & 6:30pm 
Pastor: Geoff Lloyd 
P: (03) 206-4147 
 
INVERCARGILL 
Grace Presbyterian Church 
Cnr. Centre and Morton Streets 
Service Times: 10:30am & 6:30pm 
Pastor: John van Rij 
P: (03) 216 7746 
W: www.graceinvercargill.co.nz 


